University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
Montana Kaimin, 1898-present

Associated Students of the University of Montana
(ASUM)

4-13-2011

Montana Kaimin, April 13, 2011
Students of The University of Montana, Missoula

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/studentnewspaper
Recommended Citation
Students of The University of Montana, Missoula, "Montana Kaimin, April 13, 2011" (2011). Montana Kaimin, 1898-present. 5418.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/studentnewspaper/5418

This Newspaper is brought to you for free and open access by the Associated Students of the University of Montana (ASUM) at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in Montana Kaimin, 1898-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. For more information, please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

6 CULTURE

Neighborhood
keeps it local

5 SPORTS
Bran makes
her return

9 NEWS
Coral research
shows evolution

montanakaimin
Volume CX111 Issue 90

www.montanakaimin.com

Wednesday, April 13, 2011

MISSOULA

CAMPUS

UM pushes
for biomass
air quality
Heidi Groover
Montana Kaimin

Steel Brooks/Montana Kaimin
Mark Trott from Western Excavating works to replace a water line beneath Arthur Avenue. The water line is getting updated before road crews get to work
on widening the off-ramp from the Madison Street bridge, and adding a north bound lane on Arthur between Fifth and Sixth. See additional photo on page 12.

Road work ahead

Water main replacement comes before reconfiguration project
Paige Huntoon
Montana Kaimin
Roadwork season has begun, and it
starts in the University District with a water main replacement on Arthur Avenue.
Starting Tuesday, crews began excavating at the very end of Arthur past
Fifth Street to replace one of Mountain Water Company’s water mains.
The project will extend down Arthur to
Eddy Avenue, and should be completed
by May 13, according to Jerry Ballas,
the project manager and an architect
for The University of Montana’s planning and construction department.
Starting Wednesday, crews are ex-

54°F | 35°F

pected to barricade Arthur between
Fifth and Sixth Streets. A detour will
take drivers up Fifth Street to Helen and
back down Sixth Street to Arthur. Ballas
said that crews will then extend the barricade down to Eddy and Arthur beginning May 3.
The project was delayed a day, according to Ballas, because of tricky pipes and
valves.
“Some of the valves are cranky and
rusty,” Ballas said of the older pipes.
The water main primarily serves the
houses and apartment buildings along
Arthur, but Ballas said he doesn’t anticipate too much interference with getting

water to homes.
“There may be short time periods
when the water supply may be interrupted,” he said.
Until the project is completed, drivers
can expect detours, though city councilman Bob Jaffe is confident delays won’t
be too much of a problem.
“I’m sure they’ll keep things moving,”
he said.
The water main replacement is coming
ahead of a million dollar project that will
reconfigure the intersections at Arthur,
Fifth, Sixth and Maurice, which will begin on May 16.

paige.huntoon@umontana.edu
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The University of Montana’s
proposed biomass plant came
one step closer to reality last
week.
UM submitted an air quality permit application to the
Missoula City-County Health
Department and is continuing
work on an overall environmental analysis of the project,
said Bob Duringer, vice president for administration and
finance.
The biomass boiler would
burn wood chips and use the
gas released to heat buildings
on campus, which administrators have argued will help UM
meet its sustainability goals.
Duringer said he expects the
permit to be approved.
“We did an awful lot of due
diligence before applying for
the permit,” he said. “We understand what we’re trying to
accomplish.”
The Board of Regents, which
oversees all higher education in Montana, is expected
to have a final vote on the
project at its May 19 meeting,
Duringer said. The board’s
vote will determine whether
the school can sell bonds to
fund the project. After that
and a final design of the boiler, construction could begin
by spring 2012, said Tom Javins, the associate director for
utilities and engineering at
UM, who helped draft the permit request.
The air quality permit
would assure that the plans for
the project follow regulations
on carbon, nitrogen and other
gas emissions.
See BIOMASS, page 12
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TECH COLUMN

Zeros and ones
You need not apply

Graduation traffic jam
by Justin Franz, News Editor

by Brady Moore

Over this recent break my uncle and I took a day trip to
northern Idaho and eastern Washington. It was a grand old
time and provided me the first chance in months to see sun
and green grass.
Don’t worry, I took a picture.
Of course, during our travels we got ourselves stuck in
more than one construction zone traffic jam, which sparked
my uncle to make the comment that in Montana, there are
“nine months of winter and three months of highway construction.”
Now of course he makes a great point, one that I’m well
aware of, having lived in Montana for four years after growing up in Maine. In both states winters are long and the opportunity to fix our roadways is short. I know that. I understand that.
But the city of Missoula’s current plan to work on the water
main underneath Arthur Avenue seems flawed. Oh, and full
disclosure: I live just off Arthur and my house will be close to
the construction. But I’m not writing this editorial because I’m
complaining about having dump trucks and bulldozers and
more traffic routed past my house; as I said, I understand the
need for road construction, even if it will put a damper on the
time spent on my porch.
My issue with the construction is the massive traffic crisis that it could cause in a few weeks. As a story in today’s
Kaimin reports, construction crews hope to have the project
completed by May 13. The key word here is hope. And they
better be hopeful, because May 13 is the day before graduation. Having one of the main roads into the campus area torn
up by construction just hours before thousands of people descend on the area seems like a bad idea, one that was poorly
thought out and poorly executed.
Because, at least in my opinion, the idea that everything
will be cleaned up and cleaned out the day of graduation
seems stunningly optimistic, especially considering that they
already were delayed one day this week.
So as I said, while I understand the need for these projects
to be done, I don’t understand the timing. Why couldn’t the
city have waited until after thousands of people descend on
the campus?
justin.franz@umontana.edu

Corrections:
A Montana Kaimin feature, “Polygamy in Montana,” that was
published on April 1 contained several errors. The article stated, “[Lisa] Jessop grew up a Mormon in Utah and when her parents
converted to the FLDS, she moved to Pinesdale with them.” Jessop’s
parents converted to the Apostolic United Brethren. Further, the article stated, “She was 16 when she married the 19-year-old Jessop in
1988.” The two were married in 1979. In addition, the article misreported “Once a week – sometimes Wednesday, sometimes Sunday –
families in Pinesdale gather and talk about religious stuff, she said. She
likes to have a big living room so there is a place for that time.” Jessop
does not hold religious gatherings at her home.
After an editor’s review of “Polygamy in Montana” determined
that it failed to meet the Kaimin’s standards for accuracy and professionalism, it has been removed from the Kaimin website. The
Kaimin regrets this transgression and apologizes to the subjects of
the story and to its readers.

Zeros and Ones’ favorite eccentric billionaire,
Sir Richard Branson, is at it again. He’s looking
for the world’s first commercial pilot-astronaut.
That’s right, on the Virgin Group website there is
a help wanted ad ... to be an astronaut.
My childhood dream may actually come
true. It won’t. But at least there is a glimmer of a
chance, right? Wrong.
Of the 10 “must-have” qualifications to become the coolest kid on the block, I have a whopping two. That’s actually more than I had originally expected, though. My two qualifications?
I’m an American citizen and a team player.
The eight other stipulations are a little more
rigid. Over 3,000 hours flying time with a variety of aircraft, excellent knowledge on a range
of aerospace matters and operational experience
of an aerospace aviation project, just to name a
few. The ad lists prior spaceflight experience as
merely an advantage.
These qualifiers seem fairly tame, however,
when you read Virgin Galactic’s plans for the
future. “Virgin Galactic is on track to become
the world’s first private spaceline. It is dedicated
to becoming a world leader in sub-orbital commercial space tourism with a longer term vision

to develop other space technologies that have
the potential to open space to significantly more
people and users.”
This is the Pan Am of tomorrow. Remember
seeing photos from the sixties of your family flying for the first time? Grandpa is in his finest suit
and grandma looks like a million bucks. Your
family trip to the Grand Canyon starts to seem
pretty tame when you think about how our children may be taking their families to the Theophilus crater for spring break. The technology is in
place and Branson may make it a reality.
Branson’s resume is already pretty stacked.
The Virgin Group consists of more than 400
companies around the world and as of 2008 was
valued at over $8 billion. Nearly anything you
can think of, Branson has a business involved.
Mobile phones, trains, games, beverages and of
course, spaceflight.
While our parents will probably never float
around inside a shuttle in a gravity-free environment, you just might. Is your mind blown?
Mine is. In the words of Neil Armstrong, “This
is one small step for a man, one giant leap for
mankind.”
brady.moore@umontana.edu

COLUMN

The Renters’ Rant
The Housing Finder
by Beki Hartmann
The rental scene is a difficult one for the more
than 10,000 UM student renters for many reasons. For one, half of the Missoula population
rents and of those 30,000 people, 10,000 are students. The average percentage of rentals that are
vacant at any time during the year is around 3
percent (the national average is around 10 percent). These statistics mean Missoula renters
have to work much harder than most people in
the U.S. to find suitable housing. Also, landlords
have less incentive to charge reasonable rental
rates and perform their duties and may prey on
the naivete of such a young renter population.
Secondly, finding a rental is further complicated by the many rental scams found on Craigslist, one of the most popular sources for Missoula
rental ads.
With so many issues in finding rentals, the
Renter Center has created the Off-Campus
Housing Finder, which can be found online at

http://www.umt.edu/housingfinder. You can find
houses, apartments, sublets, roommates, furniture,
and even post an ad for yourself on the site.
One of the best things about this site is that, unlike Craigslist, a staff member scans for listings
that are inappropriate or obvious scams before
they are permitted to post. Renters can search listings based on important items like rent cost, neighborhood location, and if the unit is pet-friendly.
For UM students looking for a roommate, just
log in with your student NetID! Now out-of-state
students looking for roommates can rest assured
those answering their ads are fellow students as
well.
Beki Hartmann, Director
More questions about renting in Missoula? See
us online at www.umt.edu/rentercenter or give us a
call at 243-2017. The information in this editorial is
not legal advice. If you need legal assistance, contact
ASUM Legal Services.
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Students sell outdoor
gear in University Center
Lily Rabil
Montana Kaimin
Skis and bikes are the bigticket items at today’s used
gear sale in the University Center atrium.
From noon until 5 p.m. students can check out what the
sale has turned up. Herbert
Ahl, student manager for the
UM Outdoor Program, said
they’ll have everything from
$5 gloves to $150 bikes.
The Outdoor
Program
monitors the event to make
sure nothing gets stolen. Ahl
said they let in 20 to 30 shoppers at a time so the area won’t
get too crowded. He added it’s
best to come early to get the
best stuff.
Anyone looking to sell gear
can bring it in from 7 a.m. until
11 a.m. and drop it off with the
Outdoor Program. Sellers set
their own prices, but Ahl said
program volunteers and staff
members are there to give suggestions.
Sellers receive checks for the
profits about three weeks after
the event. Ahl said 15 percent of

the purchases will go toward
the Outdoor Program to fund
new equipment and classes.
Ahl said they are looking to
buy new sleeping bags for next
semester. The current sleeping
bags are covered in multiple
layers of duct tape. Ahl said
they work all right, but it would
be nice to have new ones.
“They get patched up and
ripped and burned and we
need to replace them,” he said.
In addition to the sleeping
bags, the profits will also go to
purchasing new paddles and
life jackets. Ahl said things like
that usually get lost on rafting trips so they need to be replaced pretty regularly.
The gear sale happens once
a semester and they usually
have a pretty good turnout.
The Outdoor Program has recently begun accepting credit
and debit cards, and Ahl expects that will attract more
shoppers.
Gear that goes unsold can
be picked up from 5 p.m. until
7 p.m. this evening.
alyssa.rabil@umontana.edu

Jamaica reviews pot law
Associated Press
KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP)
Top government officials will
review recommendations to
decriminalize possession of
small amounts of marijuana
for personal and religious use
in Jamaica, which is the Caribbean’s largest pot exporter to
the U.S.
Six Cabinet ministers in
Prime Minister Bruce Golding’s administration will evaluate a 2001 report by the National Commission for Ganja — as
marijuana is known locally.
The commission, which included academics and doctors
and was appointed by a government led by the current opposition, argued that the drug
was “culturally entrenched” in
Jamaica and that moderate use
had no negative health effects
on most users.
It is not clear why the Jamaican
government is choosing to review
the decade-old report now.
On Tuesday, the Rev. Webster Edwards, who served on
the commission a decade ago,
voiced relief that the report
would be reviewed by Cabinet members. He expressed

hope that legislators might
eventually loosen laws against
marijuana.
“There have been many persons who have been lifelong
smokers of ganja who have not
moved to harder drugs at all,”
Edwards said. “Decriminalizing very, very small quantities
will allow persons not to get
strikes against them in the justice system.”
Edwards stressed that the
report also urged the government to step up operations
against large-scale marijuana
cultivation.
Though widely tolerated in
public, smoking marijuana remains illegal in Jamaica, where
followers of the Rastafarian
minority say it is a sacrament
and brings them closer to the
divine. Some Jamaicans brew
ganja tea to alleviate aches.
Previous efforts in Jamaica
to legalize small amounts of
marijuana have been scuttled
because officials feared they
would violate international
treaties and bring sanctions
from Washington.
For decades, the United
States has worked with Jamaica to burn marijuana fields and

carry out other anti-drug efforts. It has also provided aid
to fight drug trafficking in Jamaica, the Caribbean’s largest
marijuana producer.
The U.S. Embassy said officials there have not been told
why the Jamaican government
is revisiting the issue of decriminalization from the 2001
report.
“Whatever the impetus, it’s
an internal Jamaican issue, and
we therefore don’t comment
on either the debate or the outcome,” spokeswoman Yolonda
Kerney said.
Decriminalization,
even
for personal use, would cause
friction with Washington and
violate various treaties, including the 1988 U.N. Convention
Against the Illicit Traffic in
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances. Jamaica signed
the accord.
The 2001 commission addressed these concerns in its
report, urging the government
to “embark on diplomatic initiatives ... to elicit support for
its internal position and influence the international community to re-examine the status of
cannabis.”
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Jesters make it back
from spring break trip

Ben Coulter/Montana Kaimin
Spencer Veysey tosses the ball to a teammate during rugby practice at Dornblaser Field before spring break.

Taylor W. Anderson
Montana Kaimin
What a long, strange trip it was.
The Jesters’ 2,500-mile trip through Washington, Oregon and California consisted of seven
games in nine days, 18 players in a single hotel
room, two cancelled games, a broken collarbone
and a flat tire 37 miles outside of Missoula.
Two vans left Missoula at 6 a.m. last Saturday
morning headed for Fools Fest in Spokane, at
which the team went 3–0. But the Fools Fest social
— a post-tournament party that the host team puts
on — wasn’t on par with the Jesters’ standards, according to team president Spencer Veysey.
The team was supposed to then play both
the University of Washington and Oregon, but
scheduling these games fell through, so the
team rerouted to Olympia, Wash., and played
Evergreen State, whom the Jesters beat handily.
After an overnight stop in Portland, Ore., the
team made it to Redwood Forest in Northern
California and decided to camp.
“We didn’t really sleep in tents when we went
camping,” Veysey said. “We just threw up a tarp,
and it started raining, and we all got soaking wet.”
They then headed to Arcata, Calif., where
they should have played the Humboldt State
University team. The team was suspended just
days before the Jesters’ arrival, however, so the

Jesters played the Humboldt Old Growth (Humboldt State’s alumni squad) and beat them.
The team spent Tuesday night on the disc golf
course next to the makeshift rugby field they
played Humboldt on, and in the morning they
left for Palo Alto.
The East Palo Alto Razorbacks won the Division II Rugby National Championship in 2009
and moved into Division I the following season.
The school also has a Division III team, which
Jesters players believed they were going to play,
but the team they played against was more of a
mix of Division I and Division III players, and
possibly players on the national team, according
to Veysey.
The team suffered its first and only loss to the
East Palo mix, which put up triple digits against
the Jesters who scored 30.
The Jesters spent three nights in San Francisco before they played the San Francisco Fog for
the final win of the trip.
The hectic nature of the trip is a bit unorthodox in
the college rugby world, where teams rarely schedule
more than one game per week, Veysey said.
The team made the long trip back in the 1994
Dodge and 2010 Kia vans. The Dodge made it
back early Monday morning, but one of the rental van’s tires went flat 37 miles south of town.
No players were arrested on the trip.
taylor.anderson@umontana.edu

Montana Kaimin
Wednesday, April 13, 2011

XXXXX

SPORTS 5

Montana Kaimin
Wednesday, April 13, 2011

WOMEN’S TENNIS

Tennis senior returns for season’s home stretch
Amanda Bran’s return bolsters streaking team

AJ Mazzolini
Montana Kaimin
While Montana’s clinching of a Big
Sky Conference Championship berth
was the biggest tennis news of the
weekend, a close second was the return
of Amanda Bran.
After a February foot injury derailed
her promising senior season, Bran spent
more than two months rehabbing —
working with trainers sometimes two
or three times a day. She sat watching
her teammates and waiting. On April 9,
her wait ended.
“I was a bit nervous actually stepping
back in,” said Bran, who suffers from
plantar fasciitis, a painful inflammation
near the heel that makes bearing weight
difficult. “But after a few minutes it felt
all natural again. It was amazing.”
The rust didn’t show on Saturday as
the women’s tennis star helped the Griz
knock off Idaho State 6-1, guaranteeing
a second straight Montana postseason
trip. The Australian-born tennis player
rekindled the fire with doubles partner
Constance Alexander to the tune of an
8-0 thrashing.
The win from the third doubles position
moves the pair’s record to 3-0 in the spring
season and 11-2 for the academic year.
“It brings in another piece for us,” tennis coach Steve Ascher said. “Missing just
that piece of competitiveness was big.”
Though Bran was a major cog in the
Montana machine last fall and during
her junior year, the team was far from
falling apart without her senior leadership. Montana has posted a 5–1 conference record this spring to go with an
even 10–10 overall.
Sometimes replacing a veteran like
Bran can’t be done by one player, Ascher

Steel Brooks/Montana Kaimin
Montana senior Amanda Bran practices Tuesday afternoon. Bran is returning from a foot injury that’s been hindering her since winterbreak.

said. On Ascher’s team, a slew of Grizzlies have met the challenge.
“I’ve seen growth and maturity from
everyone in that lineup top to bottom,”
the coach said. “We’re going into matches knowing we can perform well.”
Sophomore Heather Davidson and
seniors Whitney Paluch and Rebecca
Bran — Amanda’s twin sister — have
combined for a 14–4 conference singles
record. Underclassmen Ashley Mackey

and Alexander have played beyond
their experience levels as well, contributing nine wins.
Bran said she’s excited to be back on
the courts but plans to take things a bit
slow at first. Montana has two games
left in the regular season before the Big
Sky Championships start at the end of
April. She’ll likely play in only doubles
competitions while working her way
back into prime shape.

But at this point that’s enough. Bran is
no longer watching her teammates work
toward a conference championship without her. She’s back where she wants to be.
“It’s my last year and you want to make
your mark,” Bran said, emphasizing the
significance of returning to action before
her final season of eligibility expired. “I
wanted to prove myself this year with
this team. They make me really proud.”

anthony.mazzolini@umontana.edu

Buttercup blooms

New market provides neighborhood gathe

story by Emily Downing | photos by Ben Coulter
hen December rolls around, don’t expect to find
strawberries at the newly opened Buttercup Market
and Cafe. Similarly, winter squash will be in short
supply this summer and asparagus probably won’t be
sold in the fall.
The market, which will hold its grand opening event Thursday
at its Helen Avenue location, has its sights set on providing food
that is seasonal, local and sustainable.
“I like living in the seasons,” said owner, founder and manager
Molly Galusha. “I don’t like having strawberries in December unless they’re in jam.”
Seasons dictate what the market offers, and because it obtains
all of its food from producers in the region, sometimes that means
supply is limited. Margaret Barton, the Missoula-renowned pastry
chef that bakes for Buttercup Market and Cafe, said that baking
seasonally can sometimes lead to monotony.
“In the summer and fall it’s great because we have fresh fruit
and berries to use,” she said, “but right now I look at the pastry
case and there’s a lot of brown.”
Despite the constraints the market faces, the Buttercup does its
best to meet the demands of customers. Chef Graham Roy said the
Buttercup is flexible in its attempt to provide local and seasonal
food, mostly due to the fact that Montana has such a short growing
season. The cafe changes its menu on a daily basis, but the selection would be highly limited in winter months without making a
few exceptions. There will always be enough to feed the University neighborhood, according to Galusha.
“If you came here at five o’clock and said ‘I’m really hungry and
want to fix dinner for my kids,’ you could find everything you
need here for a healthy, local meal,” she said.
Taylor Burkhardt-Beckley, a barista at the market who is study-

“

It’s really something that
Missoula will be receptive
to. It’s taking that idea
of local and sustainable
one step further than
other businesses do.

”

Taylor Burkhardt-Beckley
barista

ing communicative sciences and disorders at the University, said
that people have been enthusiastic about the Buttercup Market
and Cafe. She said that the market’s local and sustainable ideology fits right in with the community mindset.
“It’s really something that Missoula will be receptive to,” she

said. “It’s taking that idea of local
than other businesses do.”
Part of the market’s plan, acco
the space to community use, whe
dent art on the walls or allowing
use the space. Galusha said she h
gathering place for the communit
with its movable tables, facilitates
“This space was intentionally
used to the max by the communi
Galusha, who named the busi
tercup, said that she intends for
Freddy’s Feed and Read, a books
same space from 1972–1998. Fred
ately by its former patrons, was a
sity neighborhood before it was fo
retail chain Barnes and Noble mo
“I loved Freddy’s,” Galusha sa
very, very sad. It was a kid-friend
with a great sense of community.
After Freddy’s closed down, s
was left with a void that needed t
“Now there’s more desire for
neighborhood really needed this
The market’s ideology, combin
from campus, should be an attrac
ty, according to Galusha. She said
Dining Services Director Marc Lo
campus, the market has the abilit
sustainable food.
“It’s going to give students mor

Clockwise from top left
Barista Taylor Burkhardt-Beckley prepares a steaming-hot
morning beverage Tuesday at the Buttercup Market and Cafe.
Employees hope the storefront at Buttercup Market and Cafe,
located on Helen Avenue, will soon become an attraction for
the University neighborhood and community.
Owner Molly Galusha enjoys a cup of hot coffee Tuesday
morning before starting work for the day at Buttercup Market
and Cafe. The market’s grand opening is scheduled for
Thursday.
A customer enjoys a cup of coffee in the front window
at Buttercup Market and Cafe as he reads the newspaper
Tuesday morning.

ering place

l and sustainable one step further

ording to Galusha, is to open up
ether that means hanging up stug yoga classes and book clubs to
hopes to establish the market as a
ty. The spacious storefront, along
s that.
meant to be flexible so it can be
ity,” she said.
iness after her grandmother Butit to live up to the standards of
store and cafe that occupied the
ddy’s, as it is referred to affectiona gathering place for the Univerorced to close its doors after book
oved into town.
aid. “When it went away it was
dly, neighborhood-friendly place
.”
she said, the University District
to be filled.
better, more local food, and this
place back,” she said.
ned with its location a block away
ction to the University communid while she loves what University
oParco is doing with local food on
ty to go further to offer local and

re access to local, Montana stuff,”

she said. “There are a lot of students that want local healthy food,
and we can cater to that.”
The Buttercup Market and Cafe also houses a coffee shop where
you can buy sandwiches and pastries, and the drink menu is filled
with references to the cult classic film “The Princess Bride.” The
market’s diversity is what defines it, said Galusha, and that’s what
she thinks will keep it going.
“It is what it is,” she said. “It’s a friendly, clean neighborhood
market and cafe. We want to be a good neighbor.”
emily.downing@umontana.edu

CHECK IT

OUT

Address: 1221 Helen Ave
Hours: 7 a.m. - 6 p.m. (M-F)
8 a.m. - 6 p.m. (Sat.)
8 a.m. - 2 p.m. (Sun.)
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Campus groups turn
spring on the Oval
into skiing oasis

Michael Beall
Montana Kaimin
In the wake of a sun- and
travel-filled week, two campus
groups are preparing to convert
the Oval into a freestyle ski and
snowboard terrain park.
Not Yo Mamma’s Rail Jam
will consist of two 20-foot towers, with ramps that merge into
a choice of two 40-foot rails, in
the Oval’s southeast corner in
front of the Davidson Honors
College. Thirty student riders
from The University of Montana, Montana State University
and Missoula high schools will
be participating in Thursday
afternoon from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
The rail jam is being presented by the UM Marketing
Club, in collaboration with Zoo
Crew, a campus freestyle ski
and snowboard group. The rail
jam will serve to raise money
and awareness for both ASUMsponsored organizations, which
are relatively new to UM.
The idea was proposed to
the Marketing Club by CocaCola’s student ambassador,
Olivia Stjeflo, a UM Business
School alum, to give business
students an opportunity to acquire tools and experience in
the business world. The event
will be promoting a new flavor
of Coca-Cola’s Vitaminwater,
called stur-D.
“Vitaminwater left it totally
open to us to promote their
product, and we just happened

to pick a rail jam,” said Katie Adams, Marketing Club’s
president and senior marketing major in the UM Business
School. “Campuses across the
U.S. are doing them, and Missoula is a big ski community, so
we thought it would be fun to
bring one to our campus.”
The rail jam’s planning goes
back to the end of November,
when Marketing Club’s 30 active members broke up into
teams such as graphic design,
who worked on posters and
T-shirts and public relations
to advertise and promote the
event.
“My goal wasn’t to push an
event on students,” Stjeflo said.
“It was more to give students
an opportunity, so I offered
it to the Marketing Club and
said, ‘You can do as much or as
little as you want, and I can do
the rest,’ and they took it and
ran with it.”
Thursday’s event will also
have a DJ playing music during
the rail jam. In addition, there
will be a snowboard, backpacks full of ski gear and other
prizes raffled off throughout
the afternoon, along with other
Coca-Cola and Vitaminwater
products.
“Our stance in the rail jam is
producing it, making sure we
have scaffolding and rails and
making sure we have snow,”
said Thomas Vincent, Zoo
Crew’s president. “It’s going
to be warm, and we’re work-

ing with the people at Glacier
Ice Rink, who are saving snow
from rink shavings that we can
use.”
Zoo Crew and Glacier Ice
Rink also worked together to
host the rail jam held in Caras
Park last November. As the
snow melts this spring, volunteers will truck in snow from
the surrounding mountains to
make this week’s rail jam a reality.
“I think it gives students
an opportunity to see how the
corporate culture works in an
introductory way, so I gave
them a budget to live within
those means and make sure
everything gets covered,” Stjeflo said. “I think it helps to
get outside the books and outside the classroom and really
test the knowledge you have
learned.”
michael.beall@umontana.edu
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Oregon man gets 3
years for fraud scheme
Associated Press
MEDFORD, Ore. — A southern Oregon man has been sentenced to nearly three years
in prison for bilking friends
and family members out of retirement savings in an illegal
scheme to develop land belonging to American Indian tribes in
Montana.
Gilbert Birdinground Pugliano of Medford planned to buy
and develop tribal land in Montana and return the profits to his
investors, but he later found out
his plan was illegal, the Mail Tribune reported.
Instead of returning the money he collected from clients, he
used it to buy expensive cars and
vacations.
Medford police said Pugliano, 32, has roots in an American
Indian community in Montana,
and it may have helped him convince victims that what he was
doing was legitimate.
Pugliano was indicted last
fall on various counts of racketeering, aggravated theft, securities fraud and selling unlicensed
securities.
He apologized during his

sentencing Monday in Jackson
County Circuit Court in Medford, saying “I got caught up in a
cycle of immense greed and bad
decisions.”
But some victims in the courtroom called out “liar” as Pugliano spoke.
His attorney, Shaun McCrea,
blamed alcohol and what she
called a desire for a “lavish lifestyle” by Pugliano’s wife, Shelley
Pugliano.
“She is by trade an accountant. She is the one who did the
Puglianos’ taxes,” McCrea said,
adding her client was “in the
throes of alcoholism” and “trying to satisfy a spouse.”
Shelley Pugliano was the last
to comment during the victim
statement portion of the sentencing hearing. She claimed her
former husband beat her down
mentally and emotionally while
stealing the life savings of people who trusted him.
“I felt guilty for bringing this
monster into our family,” said
Shelley Pugliano, adding her
own 80-year-old grandmother
was bilked out of $86,000.
“He could care less,” she said.
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As part of her thesis research, Paleontology student Hannah Shepherd organizes the collection of coral from the Triassic-Jurassic mass extinction, a time when more than half of life on the planet went extinct.

Paleontology student focuses on deadly topic
Montana Hodges
Montana Kaimin
Hannah Shepherd is optimistic for someone who
thinks so much about death. Despite mulling over
nearly every species of animal worldwide that has
kicked the bucket, she keeps a glass-half-full attitude;
it’s just one way of looking at mass extinction according to her.
“I like to think about recovery too,” she said. “I
think about speciation following a mass extinction
and what happens after the fact.”
Life mysteriously pulled through each extinction event, or recovered as Shepherd calls it, and she
wants to focus on that half of the glass. If she can put
together a database of some animals that survived,
maybe there is something to be gained in the modern
understanding of ecosystems. Shepherd believes this
idea will become increasingly important in the face of
current environmental changes, particularly when applied to the ocean.
Shepherd has a flair for geology as pronounced as

her flaming red hair. She is a 29-year-old master’s student at The University of Montana studying paleontology — the interpretation of the past through fossils.
She’s researching life and death during one of the five
major mass extinction events, a time when more than
half of the species on Earth were suddenly wiped out.
In addition, Shepherd looks at speciation, which is the
way new species evolved.
Science was always an important part of her life
growing up in Boulder, Mont. It was one thing of importance everyone could agree on — even her minister father and atheist mom. Both parents encouraged
their three daughters to explore the sciences, although
Shepherd is the only one to seek the academic path.
“My family has always been into science. In our
house it was never a question that evolution was a fact;
it wasn’t until public schools that I had to argue it,”
Shepherd said.
It was while debating the merits of science in a public classroom that she decided something was lacking
in the system. She knew the topics were fascinating,

but never understood why the classes were not. It was
especially disconcerting to her how students in the
classroom would continue to be misinformed about
the topics.
“I always knew I was interested in science,” Shepherd said. “And of course, as a kid I loved dinosaurs.
Then around junior high I became interested in genetics, and that is what steered me originally toward biology.”
In 2006 she completed her bachelor’s degree from
UM in Biology Education and Broad Field Science Education. Then she applied to work as a public school
science teacher on the Blackfeet Indian Reservation,
about an hour east of Glacier National Park.
Shepherd took her desire to improve public education to the reservation town of Heart Butte where she
instantly became the sole junior high and high school
teacher of courses on earth science, biology, chemistry,
physics and environmental science.
Her then-fiance, now supportive husband, knew it
See PALEONTOLOGY, page 10
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was what she wanted but felt
the long distance between
tween his life in Great Falls
and her life on the reservation.
“He knows how I feel about
teaching and spreading science knowledge, so he knew it
was what I wanted,” Shepherd
said.
Eventually the fun faded
as the stress of two years as
a one-woman teaching show
compounded.
“The more I thought about
going to grad school, the more
I realized I wanted to be working in my passion,” Shepherd
said. “I wanted to do the science first rather than just teach
it to other people, and paleontology has always been what I
was really interested in. Even
when I was studying genetics, it was really the genetics of
evolution that interested me.”
That is how she ended up
studying with George Stanley,
a paleontologist at UM who
specializes in the speciation of
coral.
“She became fascinated by
the mass extinction,” Stanley
said. “In order to assess extinction you need a good database.
She is going to look at corals
of the world — their ranges,
compositions and geographic

occurrences — then create that
database. The unique thing
she’s doing is to include something about the complexities of
the corals in her research.”
Shepherd’s thesis focuses
on the Triassic-Jurassic mass
extinction that occurred about
200 million years ago and
wiped out well over half of life
on the planet. There are many
theories about what caused
the mass extinction, ranging
from asteroid impacts to volcanic eruptions. But as cool as it
would be to discover the cause
for the event, Shepherd is more
concerned with the recovery
details.
Corals are the perfect subject for her research. Sensitive
reef systems can be destroyed
and rebuilt at an impressive
rate, leaving behind excellent
recovery data for someone
studying evolution at an extinction boundary.
Reefs also tend to fossilize
well, particularly the scleractinian corals she is studying. When alive, the bulbous
creatures look something like
a brain and are commonly
known as “stony corals.” Two
hundred million years later,
they all look like gray rock.
She knows the difference
between each of the camouflaged gray specimens in her
collection of about 70 that she
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is currently cataloguing at the
Department of Geoscience’s
paleo prep lab. Shepherd considers it good luck that some
of her subjects were already
stored in the basement of UM’s
geosciences department when
she began her research.
Reefs from the TriassicJurassic boundary don’t occur
many places in the world and
the few known localities are
difficult to access from western
Montana. The current pieces of
the ancient seafloor she’s working with were recovered from
the dusty desert of Iran.
“Once we get them classified and they’re in a database
I can start looking at the pattern of what species survived
the extinction and integrated.
That’s the big question,” she
said.
Shepherd’s data will move
scientific study far beyond
Missoula. Information from
her database will be linked
with the Paleobiology Database, the definitive public record and resource for fossils
worldwide. Stanley is already
an approved contributor to the
site, and with Shepherd’s help,
all permitted fossils will be
added to the public pool. He is
impressed with his latest graduate student’s ambition.
“It’s important because we
don’t understand the diversity

of the Earth and what species
we have, let alone the record,”
Stanley said. “The Paleobiology Database is a powerful
database that pulls together
everybody’s information and
we are on it.”
Although Shepherd is still
at the point of identifying the
Iranian corals in her current
specimen collection, she’s eagerly looking for the next specimens. Her aim is focused on
a particular fossilized reef in
the Central Asian country of
Tajikistan.
The final year — or two, she
jokes — of her research holds a
lot in store for her, but her blue
eyes light up when she talks
about Tajikistan. There she
would be able to collect from
the reef that occurred closest
to the Triassic-Jurassic boundary and not many people have
studied it.
If Tajikistan is the goal,
much like her two years of
teaching science in the rural stretches of Montana, it’s
something that Shepherd will
probably make happen. Now
that she and her husband, who
is also a student at UM studying computer science, are in
the same town, she’s sure to
have even greater family support, not to mention a continued optimistic attitude.
montana.hodges@umontana.edu

Pissed?

Pleased?

Petrified?
Write a letter
to the editor
or a guest column.
Letters should be
300 words or fewer
and columns should
be about 700 words.
Please e-mail both to
opinion@montanakaimin.com, or drop
them off in Don
Anderson Hall 208.
Make sure to include
a phone number.
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“One of the things the CityCounty Health Department
wanted to see is the complete
plant, the existing boilers and
the biomass boiler modeled together,” Javins said.
Since the new biomass boiler would not provide enough
heat for the entire campus, two
existing gas boilers would remain active. Although Javins
said use of more than one
boiler is rare, and only occurs
on days as cold as 20 below
zero, the permitting process
required planners to model a
scenario with all three broilers running at full capacity.
That modeling showed that
if the gas boilers ran at full
capacity simultaneously, they

would release too many emissions into the parking lot near
the current heating plant, Javins said. Although this is not
due to the biomass project,
Javins said plans are in the
works to better vent the gas
boilers once the biomass boiler
is in place.
Ben Schmidt, an air quality specialist for the Missoula
City-County Health Department who will approve or
deny the permit application,
said the permit could also
limit at what capacity the boilers are allowed to run in order
to prevent too much emission.
This would prevent the need
for any extra construction or
changes to the current plant,
but the University will likely
eventually vent the gas boilers through the 100-foot stack

that will be built as part of the
biomass boiler for better ventilation, Schmidt said.
While the biomass boiler
still releases some air pollutants, the one UM is proposing
is “very clean,” Schmidt said.
Schmidt said he is awaiting more models of emissions
and a zoning permit from the
University. He is required to
respond to the request within
30 days and said he expects to
approve it.
“I don’t really see any red
flags,” Schmidt said. “Because of the nature of the
unit and what they’re doing
to control [nitrogen oxide]
emissions they’re going to be
well under any rules that set
emission limits for this type
of facility.”
heidi.groover@umontana.edu

Steel Brooks/Montana Kaimin
Construction crews from Western Excavating dig up the road near the
corner of Arthur Avenue and Fifth Avenue in one of the first steps of the
construction planned for the road.

The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for
advertisements which are placed in the
Kiosk. We urge all readers to use their
best judgement and investigate fully any
offers of employment, investment or related topics before paying out any money.
COMPUTERS
Reliable PC/laptop repair Voted best of
Missoula 2010. Student discounts!
136 E Broadway Computer Central
542-6540
HELP WANTED
Car rental agent wanted. Job is full
time June through August and part time
September through May. Please e-mail
resume to hertzmso@msn.com or deliver
resume to Hertz office at the Missoula
Airport.
The Nature Conservancy is seeking a
seasonal Land Steward who will maintain
Conservancy-owned lands in Western
Montana. Bachelors Degree in science or
land management related field strongly
preferred but not required. Ability to
identify Montana’s native plants, animals,
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Office Staff

kiosk

R AT E S
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.20 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.30 per 5-word line/day

Lost and found ads may be placed
in the Kiosk free of charge. They can
be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.

information: umt.edu/elections.
Vote on CyberBear
FOR RENT
Weekend cabins 30 mins. from Missoula
$44-$66/night. Rock Creek Cabins
251-6611
SERVICES
Basic Wildfire training April 16-17 and
April 30th-May1st. For more info call
543-0013 or visit
www.blackbull-wildfire.com
MISCELLANEOUS
Need CASH now? Sell your books NOW,
get paid NOW, and keep them until finals!
Only at The Shipping Depot, 1001 E.
Broadway, by Albertson’s,
www.theshippingdepot.com.
Miss your horse? Adorable quarter horse
for half lease 20 mins from campus. 6 yo,

rides English, jumps, calm, and sweet.
Boarded at beautiful facility w/indoor.
Half lease for $150/month.
Call 406-546-9816.
Have a 3.5 GPA or higher? Want international recognition and networking? Join
Golden Key today @ www.goldenkey.org.
Cheap Charley’s Mini Storage. Griz
Discount: Full month free with 3 months
up front. Student discount for truck rental.
(406) 721-7277
Fall 2011 – Paid internships available with
Student Affairs.
See the SAIL ad in this paper or visit
www.umt.edu/student affairs and click on
the SAIL icon.

KAIMIN CLASSIFIEDS

and exotic species. Good communicator.
Able to operate equipment. $13.00 per
hour. Employment: June 6-November 18,
2011. Please see job description, complete
an online application, and upload a cover
letter and resume at www.nature.org/careers by COB on 4/18/2011. Job # 13103.
Upward Bound is seeking summer resident
advisors to supervise its high school students June 15- July 31. See display ad in
this Kaimin issue for detailed information.
“Visitor Center Student Assistant
The Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, a
hunter based non-profit wildlife habitat
conservation organization seeks an outgoing student for part time work, 15-25 hours
per week, including mandatory weekends.
$8.00 per hour. Excellent customer service, communication, and computer skills

AD REPRESENTATIVES
Lindsay Farnsworth
Ian Fletcher
Nic Headlee

required. Must have a passion for conservation. Email cover letter and resume to
jobs@rmef.org. Closes April 25th.”
PERSONALS
Test Anxiety Seminar! Go into finals prepared and confident. Sat. April 16th from
9 a.m-12 p.m in room 076 of Curry Health
Center. To register call: 243-4711
UM WILL BE TOBACCO FREE FALL
2011 “I live in the University Villages and
I dislike having my children exposed to
secondhand smoke.”
- UM Student
SENATE CANDIDATE DEBATE
TODAY! Stop by to listen, ask questions
and share an idea. UC cafeteria from
11 a.m. – 2 p.m. Wednesday, April 13.
Primary Election, April 20th. General
Election April 27th and 28th. For more

Kinsey Netzorg
Ashley Oppel
Tes Schaefer

The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. Prepayment is required. Ads may be placed at
DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-5475, email:
kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.
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